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News and updates

We have had a brilliant start o this half term, and last week we were treated to a wonderfully poignant Re-
membrance Day assembly from ¥Y5. The children really were excellent in getting across the importance of
this special day and read poetry and sang so well—well done Y5.

Thank you for your support of Children in Need last Friday, the children joined in well and raised £111.36 for
the charity.

The children also took part in our annual NSPCC assembly on speaking out and staying safe, and the recogni-
tion of the children's work is recognise on the last page of the newsletter.

Parking at drop off and pick up

Last week we had a disappointing phone call from a local resident, to say that she couldn't park in the resi-
dent spaces opposite the school, at the end of the day. What made it worse is that when she spoke to the
driver, she was met with verbal abuse. Can I ask that parents are respectful of the request to not park in
parking spaces that are for residents, and that when they are asked to move, they do not use disrespectful
language in front of children. I have contacted the PCSO to alert them to issues at the end of school partic-
ularly, included parents parking on the grass and the zig zag lines, therefore endangering children's lives.

What Parents & Educators Need to Know about Fortnite

Please see next page for an online safety guide that explores Fortnite's newest updates, outlining potential
concerns, including spending pressure, screen time increases, and unfiltered voice chat with other players.

Book Bus Visit— Monday 1st December

We're excited to welcome The Book Bus to our school on the above date. Every class from YR to Y6 will have
a chance to hop aboard the Book Bus during the afternoon.

. The suggested amount to bring to school is £5 -£10 cash or voucher. Please bring this in a hamed en-
velope that can be given to the class teacher in the morning.

. Parents/Guardians are welcome to browse and shop after school. Payments can be made by cash or
card.
. All books are discounted, and the school receives 15% commission from the very first book sold - this

helps us purchase even more books for the school!
Raising the profile of RE

Mrs Baker, our RE leader, is going to set-up a curiosity cube and have a different artefact each month, the
challenge for our children will be to find out more about the artefact with prizes for the information they
find and bring to Mrs Baker. If anyone has photos of children or families doing something that relates to

their culture so we can celebrate it, please bring into the school
office or see Mrs Baker at the end of the day on the KS2 play-  |e{3Val=5 7 el BN 2 (ol s e e b= o 4 o) Avele) 4

ground. firmed as Thursday 11th December—
PTA update letters have come out to book a lunch
on this day. No sandwiches or Jacket

Christmas raffle tickets will be on sale each day & at EYFS per- Potatoes will be available on this day.

formances. Also don't forget the Christmas Fayre on the 10th
December after school. The PTA will be paying for the Also on this day children can wear a
transport for EYFS & KS1 to go and see Father Christmas and a  [ali{ii 1 e jumper, or Christmas hat
chocolate treat with the money raised. or any festive wear.

Lastly we have added some dates to the diary as the PTA will be
running three movie afternoons for ¥1-Y6— letters are coming
out soon. YR will also have a movie afternoon, date to follow!
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hange. Formarty deltvered by Notional Onine Salety, these gudes now oddress wider topics and themes

For turther guides, hints and tige, please vait nationaicoliege com.

\j

B \What Parents & Educators Need to Know about

.. v FORTNITE

With over 650 million registered users, Fortnite remains one of the most played and discussed online
games globally, Known for its vibrant graphics, fast-paced gameplay, and cultural crossovers with
‘ everything from music antists to superhero franchises, the game continues to capture the attention of
young people, This guide outlines the risks trusted adults need to know about, inchuding gome
updates, and oMers practical safety tips to belp address them,

; V4
ALWAYS ONUINE (a5

Thare's no single - player, attine mede

Forteite; it con only be played online. Intarnet
cccess con semetimes Be an lssus when you're
out and about, Bath In teems of connectivity end
uzing up data. You may find that dedicoted,
yeung Fortnite players cre often lesz enthusicatic
cbouwt lamiy time or trips amay « sech as days
out and holldays « thon you might expect.
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IN-GAME COSTS

Forteite i free o domniood and play, but
it does ofMer varicus oaditional purchases »
lierited - time cosmaetic ‘skins’, musk trocks,

LEGO Herma, and battie paxses. Children con
feel pressured Lo spend maney on V-Ducks -
In*game currency = 1o avold miasing out,
porticuony ar exchaive Berma rotate begquenty.
Sorme Herra may not retum o the store for
years, whie Dattle Pass rewards are oftes "gone
when they're gome”.
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VIRTUAL VIOLENCE &
POW!

Thare's no ovelding that Fartaite is
cbiout shosting other ployers 10 sliminate

them from the contest. That soid, there's no
Blocd or gore. The viclence |3 rendered in o
cartoonish style, and there cre frequent comical
touchas to lightan the mcod, such as

min- gomaes and ermctes. Guns and cther
weapons often look and behave realatically, so
discretion & odvised. Post secacns hawve
Introduced charocters and references from
mature fronchizes e The Wecher and Halo.

CROSSPLAY AND
PARTY CHAT

Fortrite | popadar with mary gomers of verious
oges. Creaapiay clicws frends 1o ploy mth soch
cthar, regordess of mhather they're on on Xbax,
PlaySaation, Nintendo Seitch or PC, wiile the
Party Chot fecture clicwms them to tolk to eoch

" othaer during the garme. Thiz con put youngsters
ot riak of expozure o strongers, Inoppropeicte
lenguage. and cyberbulying
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changes, gu'mpluv mechanics, cnd
can increcze

screen time and pmltu! fcr cbemssion oz
chidren try to unicck rewards bedcre the teason
ends. Theze reguicr renewais Ralp to hold
ployers’ imerest, but clso ghve young gamers
plerty cl reczons to keep comming bock Secacns
often change thematicolly.
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POP CULTURE -
REFERENCES  # “

Part of Fortnite's appeal & Rz cnqohg

1 with other populer I
ranging from Hima and TV shows Jke Power
Rongers and Avolar: The Loat Akbender, to
<comic bock charocters Inciuding Bctmen. Cther
colaborations with series, artists, and
nhsencers moy sxpose children to music,
longuoge, of keas that ore mare suliabie lor
clder oudences

DISCUSS SAFE SOCIAL INTERACTION

Talk with children alout who they re playing with cnine. ¢ play
time with the chiid's Ilends for secialisation and salety In numbers. £
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SET SPENDING LIMITS

Fortaite's rototing stere Is o not-so-subtie for
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Meet Qur Expert

Uopd Coombos is on oxperionoed freokanos writer ond hos boen working n
e QOMing ond Mon Ndustry for Saven yours, A reguir visiee Lo the App
Store to tr L Aaw 100S, 'S 00 O pOrent ond theredare UNdersonds the
MPOrtonce of ondine sofoty. Hos ols0 0 toch and MNess Wwiner 00 Ros Doon
Poblnnod o ites ing haaing KN, Te0 WOd0r, 00 plenty More
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ENJOY FORTNITE TOGETHER

Fortnile oo offees spiit v ing 1hat two pesgle can phy
simunenosusly on he lomcomenu uompulu rm ©On e 0 Guod option loe
bEngs of for when o chind's Iriends vist, Butit also offers on opportunity lee

T parents o do something fus with thek il white making sure they re playing
e gome stbely. WO KRows? You might even Leseh them o thisg of twe

BE WARY OF SCAMS o

Tra imimanse popubarty of Fortnite with younger oudonces - that are generally
MOre tressing - maans thees's no shertoge of s boking 1o froud, Y
obton passwards and other personal dato 9 ques ike priching, As
T Aevelopars PNt oWt on many of Fertne's Doding screens, they never ask fora
player's ocosunt possword outside of the garve. Make sue any young player

@wake.up.wednesday o' @wakeupweds

Users of this guise do 50 91 ther own discretion. No Fobifty is emesed into. Current os of the date of redcose 1210 2025
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The Book Bus will be holding a bookfair at
your child’s school.

We invite all children, parents, and carers aboard
The Book Bus to purchase from our hand-picked
selection of quality books—always at Fantastic
value, with up to 70% off RRP.

Every book sold helps provide free books for your
school’s classrooms and library, supporting a love

of reading for all!

How to Pay (this bit's for the grown ups)

Pay by Cash or Card
We will be available at school collection time to
take cash or card payments on the bus.

Buy a Voucher

You can buy a voucher which can be redeemed
by your child on the bus.

Visit www.thebookbus.co.uk for more info

Mot able to make it to the fair?
Visit our wabsite and purchase books to be

- . delivered to directly to your house.
Don't forget to place your child’'s money

- in a sealed envelope so they can safely & @ VisA rﬂ}fﬁ_\

spend it during class.

www.thebookbus.co.uk
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certificate

Awarded to:

Abbey Primary School

A massive thank you and a big well Thqlnk you for
done to all pupils for being such great he'Plnj Lo keep
listeners and taking part in Speak out. more children sqafe!

Stay safe. with Buddy.

//L_/{ Chris Sherwood
o~ Chief Executive

Ddee: MNovember 2025

EVERY CHILDHOOD IS WORTH FIGHTING FOR

Dates for the diary

Thursday 27th November—UK Parliament week assembly and School Council elections & af-
ter school after school PTA Movie afternoon for Y1/2—The Grinch

Monday 1st December—Academy Conversion to St Bart's MAT.

After school parents and children will be able to board the Book Bus, and children can bring
no more than £10 to spend.

Tuesday 2nd and Wednesday 3rd December, 9.30am—EYFS Nativity for parents

Wednesday 3rd December—after school PTA Movie after-
noon for Y3/4—The Grinch

Thursday 4th December—after school PTA Movie afternoon
for Y5/6—ELF

Wednesday 10th December—PTA Christmas Fayre, after
school

Thursday 11th December—Christmas Lunch and Christmas
dress up day (Christmas jumpers, hats or festive dress)
2pm—Parent’'s Mental Health Workshop where we will be looking at BSL.

Sunday 14th December—Pudding Run organised by Sneyd Styders.
Tuesday 16th December—final swim session for Y6

Wednesday 17th December—Carols Around the Christmas Tree at 5pm for Y1-Y6 children
and parents.

Thursday 18th December—9am WOW of the term, 1.30pm finish for Christmas holidays.
PTA Christmas Raffle draw.

Friday 19th December—TRAINING DAY—no children in school
Monday 22nd December and Tuesday 23rd December—Holiday Activity Programme running



